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~A o, WE ARE ALL CONNECTED

-

PEOPLE LAND WATER  *

Create space for gathering Build a corridor across the river Create terraces alonguriver
Increase educational oppportunites Create a pollinator garden Slow the water and increase
Create nature play areas Protect native trees infiltration

Improve bike access and public transit Use a native plant palette Expand the creek

Create a healing garden Create creek and wetland Install Clean drinking water
Support local business with vendor Habitat restoration to support local Put a bend back into the river
spaces biodiversity Clean stormwater run off through
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HISTORICAL CONTEXT

Pre-Colonial

Dozens of native amer-
ican tribal villages had
become established in
the area of present-day
LA County, including

The City of Burbank was
founded, with special
chartered rail coaches
from Los Angeles shuttling
interested investors to Bur-
bank. Los Angeles Railwa

1896 LA River

The project site was at the inter-
section of valley foothill riparian,
cropland, and orchard/vineyard
habitat type.

(1897 Map obtained from Huntington Library,
developed by C.S. Compton and J.H. Dockwei-
ler, City Engineers)

Burbank was incorporated
and grew into a residential
and industrial community.

2010 LA River

The project site in 2010 is a
reflection of what is seen today.
The habitat type is considered a
ravine that is channelized with ce-
ment with urban habitat around it.

(US Army Corps)

Post WWII

1920-1930s

Post-WWII- The post-war pe-
riod was marked by another
boom period which was due
in part to the influx of returning
veterans and formerly interned
Japanese-American citizens
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CITY OF BURBANK STATISTICS AS OF 2022
Population 106,000

Median Age 39.6 yrs old

Median Household Income $91,455
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LIMIT OF WORK

From an early concept development stage, our team made a decision to integrate future improvements at the future Dick Clark Dog Park
adjacent to the site, and Pollywog and Headworks parks east of the site, focusing the “limit of work” on improvements to the existing Johnny
Carson Park and Buena Vista Park that build connections to future nearby open spaces and the LA river. The project design enhances these
connections along the edges and through the site, by improving the pedestrian experience along Bob Hope Drive with active retail uses, cre-
ating clear vistas from within Johnny Carson Park to the river which were once obstructed by the freeway, and promoting connections along
Riverside Drive. Finally, converting existing vehicular driveways to shared streets/woonerfs will help create a more pleasant walking experi-
ence and bring foot traffic through the park to Buena Vista Drive to the east and Alameda to the north.
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SITE CONTEXT CURRENT PROGRAMMING
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CONSTRAINTS LEGEND

The LA River fragments site from neighboring parks for pedestrians, wildlife,
equestrian riders, and bicyclists

Los Angeles River is inaccessible to people, plants, and wildlife due to its high walls and impermeable
cement floor

Water capture on site in limited

Lack of opportunity for kids to play in nature

Limited connection to the Whitnall Highway

Existing protected Oak and Western Sycamore trees on site

Abandoned freeway bisecting two parks with berm underneath, blocks views

@0EOAOE O

Climate change creating hotter dryer temperatures and more flood events
@ Ameneties are lackluster

@ Commercial or concessionsn non-existent
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OPPORTUNITIES
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LEGEND

Build a corridor between sites that allow for comfortable and safe passage of pedestrians,
wildlife, equestrian riders, and bicyclists

@ Create terraced space adjacent to the river to allow for access and restore soft botttom floor

@ Create more bioswale areas for water infiltration

Create an opportunity for play using natural materials, sensory integration and access
to clean water to drink and play

Create a stormwater run off connection the Whitnall highway powerline corridor, capturing
downstream surface water to improve groundwater quality and reduced local flooding

@ Create a design that benefits protected trees and add more oak trees to help maintain and
improve the health of the existing native trees

Remove freeway berm to connect parks, wildlife habiat and create views

@ Use locally native plants that are adapted to drought and heat to combat climate change by
providing shade, cooling the climate, and provide habitat. Create more floodable areas
to help with infiltration
Create a beautiful design using renewable resources and repurposed goods
to build better bathrooms, clearer wayfinding and educatonal signage

@ Create a place for businesses and local vendors to sell their goods and provide
beer, food and ice cream to visitors
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A low gradient change of 3 feet is
present from the north to south of the
park, with a depression area

north of the former highway

suitable for a swale
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JOHNNY CARSON PARK VEGETATION ALLIANCES TREE INVENTORY

*X We are proposing to remove all the non-native Pine
trees in the northeast area of the park due to overgrowth.
They no longer provide much needed shade, yet provide
high fuel load and fire risk. These old trees are also
susceptible to disease and falling down.
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CLIMATE INFO: FLOOD AND WILDFIRE RISK
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As the climate warms, flood and fire risk increase.
Floods will be more common especially along the
creek, which could be lessened with the addition of

an infiltration basin
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CONCEPT DIAGRAM

PARTI
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CASE STUDY | Yanwuizhou Park, China

YANWUIZHOU PARK

Jinhua, Zhejiang Province, China

A sustainable approach to water constraints, connectivity needs, and habitat
restoration

WATER

* Design themes represent water in every aspect of desing

* Design incorporates annual flooding, infiltration, and “sponge city concept”
CONNECTION

* Binds the city with nature

* Creates link between neighboring parks and communities

HABITAT
* Enhanced existing wetland with additional native wetland species
* Embraced natural systems of monsoonal flooding conditions

iy A P

legend

1 Tratic entrancs 11 Dplra House

Pedestrian Bridges Over River Wetland Terraces
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FINAL CONCEPT
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Existing Swale to be
optimized for filtration

Climbing Wall

Commercial Area

Infiltration basin with
native vegetation

Light rail and two-way

bike path under bridge .

The HUB with large
fountain, seating
and raised wooden

deck

Bridge path for
bicycles, equestrian,
pedestrian and
willdife crossing

Privacy screen

Not in plan, future
terrace extensionn

JOHNNY CARSON PARK REIMAGINED
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Grass mounds

Playground

Healing garden with
plants and water
feature

Natural swale with
checkdams and plant-

ed with native
vegetation

Swale

Water overflow drains

to the river

Bike Path
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of.
r =% Headling Garden
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@ Willow Trees
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7 Water
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" Shipping container
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INSPIRATION

a:; i

Adventu rhe”F\J'lc.yé round

Exercise

Container cafe

Terrace seating

Boardwalk

Transit station

Soft bottom river
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SHARED STREETS AND PASEOS

Shared streets are urban design
approaches that prioritize
pedestrians and cyclists by
minimizing the segregation
between different modes of
transport, often removing
features like curbs and traffic
signals. Paseos, on the other
hand, are typically
pedestrian-focused areas or
walkways, often with
landscaping and amenities,
designed for leisure and social
activities

20  LANDSCAPE DESIGN 4 JOHNNY CARSON PARK | WINTER 2025 | THE NORTH ARROWS



HABITAT RESTORATION

PLANTING PALETTE

The planting palette reflects the surrounding plant communities in order to support the local biodiversity and wildlife of the area. Many of these plants are known to have phytoremediation properties to help clean the toxins from the water.

Below are the plant communities and a sample of the selected plants in planting palette as

:I . | l i. " ;
WILDFLOWER MEADOW
Stipa pulchra Purple Needlegrass
Asclepias fascicularis Narrowleaf
Milkweed

Achillea millefolium Common Yarrow
Eriophyllum confertiflorum Golden

WETLAND TERRACE
Achillea millefolium Common yarrow
- Hg Mercury removal (Mishra,2009)
Helianthus annuus

- Pb,Cd lead cadmium (Raj, 2020)

Phragmites qustralis Common Reed
- Uranium (Cerne, 2011) Cu

Yarrow Echinodorus berteroi Burrhead
Eschscholzia californica California - mono-, di- and triethylene glycol
Poppy (Teamkao, 2010)

Juncus effusus Soft Rush

-Cu (Ly, 2017) Methyl Red and Meth-
ylene Blue Dyes (Urucu,2025)

Festuca rubra Red Fescue

- Hg (Rodriguez et a., 2003)
Eleocharis acicularis Needle Spikerush
Cu (Sakakibara, 2011)

Lupinus bicolor Miniature Lupine

WILDLIFE

MAMMALS

BIRDS

INSECTS

COASTAL SAGE SCRUB

Acmispon glaber Common Deerplant
Artemisia californica California
Sagebrush

Ericameria palmeri Palmer
Goldenbush

Heterotheca grandiflora Telegraph
Weed

Eriogonum fasciculatum California
buckwheat

Corethrogyne filaginifolia Common
Sandaster

Salvia leucophylla Purple Sage
Salvia mellifera Black Sage
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well as local wildlife to represent these celebrated ecosystems

Sk b e
- . R

CHAPARRAL

Malosma laurina Laurel Sumac

Rhus ovata Sugar Bush

Baccharis pilularis Coyotebrush
Brickellia californica California Brick-

lebush

Romneya coulteri Coulter’s Matilija

Poppy

OAK WOODLAND

Quercus agrifolia Coast Live Oak
Ribes malvaceum Chaparral Current
Rhamnus ilicifolia Hollyleaf Redberry
Prunus ilicifolia Hollyleaf Cherry
Sambucus mexicana Blue Elderberry
Epilobium canum California Fuchsia
Heteromeles arbutifolia Toyon

Pseudognaphalium californicum Cali-
fornia Cudweed
Eriodictyon crassifolium Thickleaf

Yerba Santa

yote (Canis latrans)

Sycamore Borer Moth (Synanthedon respléndensi

Downy Woodp

Wandering Tig;er Moth (Spilosoma vestalis)

RIPARIAN WOODLAND

Baccharis salicifolia Mule-Fat
Platanus racemosa Western Sycamore
Salix lasiolepis Arroyo Willow

Salix laevigata Red Willow

Salix gooddingii Goodding'’s Black
Willow

ecker:(Picoides pubescens)
s o h

4 ]




SECTION LINE

river with
riparian
bioswale sensory swale infiltration basin The HUB immersive water feature native sycamore grove terraces  vegetation  reinforced bank
ey - IH'_'-'_'-
3 X
o 30’ 60’ 120" 0
commercial areq, street level light rail metro stop two-way bike path® wood deck phytoremediating plants
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PERSPECTIVES

@ View south of a horseback rider on a bridge path over the LA River.
This path is designed for bicyclist, equestrians, pedestrians and wild-
life crossing. Griffith Park is in the distance.

View south of a dogwalker walking on a path ajacent to the infiltra-

tion basin and swale. Native pollinators occpuy the basin. An oak
tree is in the distance
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ZONE 1 (w"

Fence with vines

Z__Bob Hope Drive

Parking lot ——

Swale with rocks —

Infiltration —

Woater table———

During wet season During dry season

| | | |
0" 8’ 16" 32 @
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ZONE 2B

Path from HEALING GARDEN

High point grassy hill

Grassy hill

Vegetative Swale

0’ 10 47 B
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Nature and Education
Center with signage
throughout the park

Picnic/Learning tables

Lower entrance from
parking from Buena Vista
and high schoool




ZONE 2A

'I " = 201_0”
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ZONE 4

This area connects visitors and restores the critically important riparian woodland
habitat. This design supports wildlife by providing food, water, shelter and
connection to neighboring habitats. The soft bottom river bed equipped with
gabbion berms configured to cause low flow LA river water to bend and slow for
more infiltration, filter pollutants, and support the local ecosystem.

1*- :

L i e

The terraces act as a wetland to help slow down water, allow water to infiltrate,
" and filter pollutants. With locally native plants known to remove toxins, chemicals
~ and metals, we are able to clean the storm drain water as it flows through the site

// and head toward the ocean. Gabbions are proven to have higher strength than
concrete, keeping the terraces secure during high water flow events.

PEDESTRIAN
~ PATH

; - This bridge acts as a connection for all visitors including equestrian riders, bike
i riders, pedestrians, river-goers, wildlife and more.

GABBION
7 ACCESSIBIES”

ot
1 '_"_ RETAIN IN_ S - LE
‘WALL -~ RAMP ¥

WETLAND
TERRACE

.
"

«_sorrsotiom  / /.
RIVERBED '

Water Infiltration Berms Wetland Terraces

0 1o’ 20 kev mapNTs ()
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NEW OPPORTUNITIES FOR CONNECTION

PEOPLE

Spaces to gather

Educational signage in English and Tongva,/Gabrieleno with images
Wooden structures for play and excercise

Addition of bike path and public transit

Healing garden

Coffee and refreshment kiosks

LAND

WiIldlife bridge for safe passage

Pollinator garden

Protect existing native trees

Liberal use of local native trees and plants
Minimal disturbance of soil and existing landforms
Increase wildlife and wetland habitat

WATER

Terraces to restore riverbanks

Create and reinforce bioswales to maximize infiltration
Widen and restotre the exisintg natural swale

Using plants to clean the water

Install clean drinking water stations

Put a bend back in the river
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Increase infiltration

O po unlhes for play

Nature center for
learning
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