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Design Statement

Unearthing the Canyon focuses on
remaking the Courtyard into a min-
iature version of the site before UCLA
Campus was expanded and the origi-
nal canyon was infilled, burying the
original ecology and an intermittent
stream.

The shape of the water feature, re-
taining walls and berms are drawn
from aerial photography of the site
from the 1930s. Rainwater from the
surrounding flat roofed buildings is
collected to the beams spanning the
courtyard with rain chains embed-
ded in them. The rainwater fills the
waler feature and overflows into a
pair of 10,000 gallon cisterns; enough
storage to hold a 7" rain event. Solar
Panels adorn the adjacent roofs.

The vestibules for both thealers are
converted to raised planter beds
with berms facing the courtyard, al-
lowing for an ecological restoration
of the original canyon plant Life.

Plenty of seating is added for
humans to enjoy the space and the
wildlife that will eventually return to
their newly unearthed home.
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