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Hello! My name is Marie Darnell, and I am excited to share my 
journey towards pursuing a degree in Landscape Architecture. 
Growing up in the vibrant and green surroundings of the Wash-
ington, DC area, I developed a deep love for plants and the out-
doors. This passion for nature has always been a significant part 
of my life, and it continually inspires me.

My academic journey initially led me to study Business Man-
agement and Marketing in college. This educational foundation 
provided me with valuable skills and knowledge, which I later 
applied in my professional career. I began working in property 
management and eventually transitioned into commercial real 
estate. While these roles were rewarding in many ways, I never 
felt a true passion for real estate. I found myself yearning for a 
career that was not only fulfilling but also allowed me to express 
my creativity.

A turning point came when I had a conversation with a close 
friend who is a landscape architect. Listening to them talk about 
their work and the impact they had on transforming spaces into 
beautiful, functional environments resonated deeply with me. It 
was in that moment I knew that landscape architecture was the 
path I wanted to pursue.

Over the past year, I have dedicated myself to learning and grow-
ing in this field. The courses I have taken have been both chal-
lenging and incredibly rewarding. Each new concept and skill I 
acquire only strengthens my commitment and excitement for 
this career. I am proud of the progress I have made and am eager 
to continue this journey.

As I embark on this new chapter, I am filled with enthusiasm and 
determination. I look forward to the opportunities ahead and 
the chance to create spaces that harmonize with nature, bring-
ing joy and functionality to those who experience them. Land-
scape architecture is more than a career change for me; it is a 
calling that aligns perfectly with my passions and aspirations. I 
am thrilled to see where this road leads and to make a meaning-
ful impact through my work.

ABOUT ME BACKGROUND
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Tongva Park served as a case study site 
for the Design Graphic series (DG1,DG2, 
DG3) in the first year of the UCLA Exten-
sion Landscape Architecture Program. 
As a class, we went from a microscopic 
focus, looking at one quadrant of the 
park in DG1, to a macroscopic step back, 
looking at the whole park and its context 
in DG2. We also practiced with different 
mediums, starting with the rudimenta-
ry pencil and vellum (DG1) to pen and 
trace (DG2), then incorporating digital 
tools from the Adobe Suite, specifical-
ly Photoshop and InDesign, to enhance 
our original drawings. This booklet is a 
compilation of our year exploring the 
park through various exercises that en-
couraged us to enhance our awareness 
and understanding of the park’s develop-
ment.
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“Gabrielino-Tongva villages were located in the Los Angeles Basin for thou-
sands of years. These villages were located near and around the ever changing 
Los Angeles  River, San Gabriel River, Santa Ana River and the coastal areas.
 It was a time when there was a perfect  balance of the ecosystem where fish 
and game were plentiful and the river ran free with fresh water from the moun-
tains.”

-tongvapeople.org

The site sits on Gabrielino-Tongva land which is 
where the name “Tongva Park” came from. 

The site then served as a parking lot for city em-
ployees until the city decided to redevelop the 
area into a space for the public. James Corner Field 
Operations (JCFO). JCFO incorporated several 
beloved trees that were already on the site into an 
arroyo-inspired plan that orients visitors toward 
spectacular views of the Pacific Ocean and a beach 
that stretches out casually, with an air of West 
Coast chill, just across the street

	    DG1 - 2E
In DG1 we were 
assigned a quadrant 
of the park to ex-
plore in depth. I was 
assigned 2E which 
includes a water fea-
ture,  the playground 
and many benches 
and pathways. We 
also learned how to 
create graphics all 
in pencil with differ-
ent pencil weights 
as well as line thick-
ness. 

At the beginning of 
the quarter I had no 
idea how I would be 
able to create this 
but thanks to Davids 
encouragement, 
tedious homework 
assignments and 
many practice hours 
I was able to create 

this graphic. 
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Connecting Santa Monica City Hall with the Santa Monica Pier...
“Tongva Park is a beautiful, modern urban park within walking distance of the iconic Santa Monica Pier. Stretch-
ing over six acres, the park has unique structures, art sculptures, diverse and sustainable plants and trees, play 
structures and plenty of amenities for everyone to enjoy. There are walking paths throughout the park allowing 
visitors to easily explore the four sections of the park.”

-santamonica.gov

	 PEDESTRIAN - NTS
The park features a 
network of walking 
paths and trails that 
lead visitors through its 
landscaped gardens and 
amenities.

	 VEHICULAR - NTS
North is the I-10 Freeway
South is Olympic Avenue
East is Main Street
West is Ocean Avenue

LIMIT OF WORK - NTS
Directly outside of Santa 
Monica City Hall Bordered 
by four main roads con-
necting City Hall to the 
Beach.

	 WATER FLOW - NTS
Water flows from East to 
West curving throughout 
the park from fountain to 
fountain. 

CONTEXT
Tongva Park is centrally lo-
cated in a vibrant area of San-
ta Monica, surrounded by a 
mix of retail, civic, residential, 
and recreational spaces. Just 
a short walk away, the Third 
Street Promenade and Santa 
Monica Place offer a bustling 
array of shops, restaurants, 
and entertainment venues. 
To the west, Ocean Avenue 
runs along the coast, provid-
ing scenic views and access 
to Santa Monica State Beach 
and the iconic Santa Monica 
Pier. Directly across from the 
park is Santa Monica City Hall, 
enhancing civic engagement 
and community activities. The 
surrounding residential neigh-
borhoods and mixed-use de-
velopments feature a blend of 
housing options with ground-
floor retail and dining estab-
lishments, contributing to the 
area’s lively atmosphere.
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DG1 - PENCIL
DG3 - ENHANCED

DG2 - PEN
DG3 - ENHANCED

Sketching was new to me. I do not have an art background and have never been able to draw more than a stick figure but with all of the 
practice from DG1 & DG2 I am proud of where my sketches are today. DG3 taught me how to color those sketches with Photoshop which 

help bring them to life. 

DG1 - PENCIL
DG3 - ENHANCED

DG2 - PEN
DG3 - ENHANCED

DG2 - PEN
DG3 - ENHANCED



SITE ELEMENTS
VIEW

PLANT ELEMENTS

Parkinsonia aculeata - Desert MuseumErythrina coralloides - Naked Coral Tree Tabebuia impetiginosa - Pink Trumpet Tree Arbutus marina - Strawberry Tree

Alstroemeria - Lily of the IncasCycas revoluta - Sago PalmZephyranthes drummondii - Evening Rain Lily Aloe speciosa - Tilt Head Aloe
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PLAY ART
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