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Introduction
	 Context

Tongva Park represents 
connections: connections 
between land and sea, from 
past to present. Tongva Park is 
situated in the heart of Santa 
Monica, California, between City 
Hall, the Interstate-10 Freeway, 
and Ocean Avenue and the 
Santa Monica Pier. Previously the 
site of a flat parking lot, the rolling 
hills, swales, Mediterranean 
meadow gardens and extensive 
native plantings reflect the 
original arroyo landscapes of 
Southern California. 
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History

Los Angeles Landscape History - Historical Ecology (lalandscaphistory.org

Before the arrival of Spanish 
settlers, the area that is now 
Santa Monica was dominated by 
coastal sage scrub, grasslands 
and coastal dune and bluff scrub 
vegetation. The landscape was 
shaped by Indigenous people 
who used fire management, 
cultivation and pruning for over 
10,000 years. Over time, the 
city was developed and the 
Tongva Park site was converted 
into a parking lot for the Rand 
Corporation. Now, the park 
represents a restoration of the 
historical environment.
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First Graphics
	 Layout Plan Perspective
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First Graphics
	 Section

Tracing contours aided in the study of Tongva Park’s topography
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Site Analysis
	 Access 	 Transit 	 Pedestrian Circulation	 Walls
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	 Runoff 	 Tree Canopy
Site Analysis

0’	 60’	 120’	         240’
1” = 120’-0”

Retaining wall and tree canopy



Page 16

Illustrative Plan
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The Enlargement A’
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The Section Perspectives
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Plant Palette - Trees

Moreton Bay fig, Ficus macrophylla

Weeping fig, Ficus benjam-
ina

Floss silk tree, Ceiba speciosa

Olive tree, Olea europea

Strawberry tree, Arbutus marina

Senegal date palm, Phoenix reclinata

Windmill palm, Trachycarpus fortune

Cork oak, Quercus suber

Western sycamore, Platanus 
racemosa

Aleppo pine, Pinus halepensis

Island oak, 
Quercus tomentella

Materials

Benches
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