SKETCHING AND PLANT IDENTIFICATION
UCLA EXTENSION

SPRING 2022

INSTRUCTOR: PWIP W SQUIRES

Student: MARILENA LEWMNDOWSK|

Course Description:
Students participate in four (4) all day site visits to observe and sketch 4 - 5 plant species from those locations.
The spring quarter students visited:

Meeting 1: Via Zoom: Nursery Stock, small plant containers

Meeting 2: Getty Center: Trees

Meeting 3: Devil Mountain Specimen Yard: Trees

Meeting 4: Instructors Project Location: Trees and under story composition

Students learn sketching technique with pencil. The instructor guides observation of form, detail, texture, scale
and proportion; with the emphasis on observation and seeing. While the students are developing their sketches,
the instructor leads conversation centered around the subject plant species. The conversation ranges from
planting design, growing conditions, plant specifications, acquisitions, costs, construction site management and
equipment needed to plant.
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REFLECTIONS

It was a day in the fal, ducing Design Graghics | that Daid dlso teaches, in which he was talking about perspective
drawing. Drawing the pevepettive lines meeting at the vanishing point, he veduced my 30 world info a 20
representation, falked about the importance of gem able o see space.. The next day | was walking on 4 voad off E
Colorado Pd i Pasadena lined with Washingfonia ro?oue’m and there it was - my anishing puint and mountains, frees,
buldings, cars, vetaining walls.. space! | instantly fekt ‘grounded, being aware of the ground underneath my feet, and
‘encapsulated in this space treated by all these vertival elements acound me. | cannot convey how profound that all fel
- being able o see the world around e and haing a spatial sense of we in it hdding fo that was the fact that | 1
walked that voad almost daly for over 4 year and never saw before what | v been lnking ot that while time.

In the winter, | fook a Tavonomy class and spent hours inspecting the armm?cmwt margins, and textuce of leaves,
counting petals, sepals, and stamens of fowers; loking ot trees, their overall form and dmensions. Qaamz my world af
this scale, focusing on the detal and haning words todestribe characteristics | had exer even iticed before added
anither Imjer to fhat profound experience | destribed above.

I the spring, nit exactly knowing what to expect, | tok Sketohing « Plant identification with Daid, hoping that i would
add et anather layer to all these things | could vow see. t dd much more than Hhat!

| learned a lot about plant material costs and acauisttions; issues that can arise in this process and ways that they

could be deatt withh, growing condtions and compostions of plant materials. For one of our field frips, we isited one of
Did's curvent progcts. - was wonderful o see his Nisin on paper before gping to the ste and then listen to im
explain his design chiices in the field  made me think of how much deeper the learning experience would be it our
bndscape design classes had such elements.

For e, this was a Nduble learning evperience diso in terms of veflecting on my way of learning best. | found this

fo be a wotiuting experience where, with high levels of professonalism and specific feedback, | was shown how o
improve MY slefohing skills. hnd this was crucial. Daid is 4 natural educator with a deep undevstanding of the fact that
eNeryne s at 4 different place on their uniaue learning path, traveling at their own pace. The feedback was taibred
to the indiiduals unioue set of circumstances.

In terms of my purniey in ‘seeing, for the first time | started fo see neqative space and | began to understand how o
use it in 9I<@’rolnivq plants. Being able to tbserve other students' fechiniques as they were skefthing, exchanging idess,
and getting their Teedoack on wy work was dlso highly waluable to wme. These three field trips were the most fun |
e ad on the course oo far and | am deepN @mf@?ul fo everyne that made this experience s wonderful

Many thanks to Cahin, Danid, Ewmiy, Evic, Grace, and Gabby
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MARILENK L. | Nephwolepis etalttata, Sword Fern || June 4th, 2022 PRSADENK Ch
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Plantae, Tracheoptes, Angiosperims, Eudcots, Protedles, Platanacese
MARILENA L || Platanus vacemosa, California Syeamore || June 4th, 2002 PASADENK CA
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| chuse this plant because it reminds me of my grandma's garden - betore her teadtionally
built clay house was demolished to buld an apartment complex. t is colbquialy called the switch
o switch ofF plant because of how the flower opens up underdirect sunlight.
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MARILENA L. || Takodium mucronatum, Montezuma Cypress || June 4, 2022 PRSADENK CN
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