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Mission Canyon exhibits common characteristics of a former landfill: 
excessive methane gas in the ground, settlement, and poor air quality. 
The site will be a model for land reclamation and sustainability 
by incorporating REGENERATIVE design, to promote ecological 
RESILIENCY, and provide RECREATION, and RESOURCE opportunities.

PROJECT STATEMENT

MISSION CANYON = 500 ACRES

SKYCREST
COMMUNITY

PROPOSED SITE
= 10 ACRES OF 

MISSION CANYON

SITE LOCATION
BEL AIR PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH Mission Canyon is owned by 
the County of Los Angeles 
and they have entered into 
a partnership with MRCA to 
create Mission Canyon Park.

PROJECT GOALS AND OBJECTIVES
  
  1. site safety 	
  with 
  REGENERATIVE  
  design

  
  2. improve   	
  ecological 
  RESILIENCY 	
  for wildlife 
  and community

  
  3. RECREATION 
  for the 
  community

  
  4.RESOURCES 	
  for the  
  community

  • reduce green 		
	 house gas

  •	improve soil 		
	 quality

  • safe gas wells

  • plan for 
	 settlement 	
	 from soil 
	 compaction

  • stormwater 	
	 management

  • drought 
	 tolerant/native 
    plants

  • fire safe 
	 habitat

  • heat island 
	 reduction

  • hiking/biking 
	 paths

  • community 		
	 green space

  • engagement 	
	 with nature

  • education

  • ranger 
	 residence

  • fire fighting 
	 resources

  • helipad for fire 
	 department

  • educational 
	 signage

SITE CONSTRAINTS

D

 LEGEND

	 residential neighborhood
	 on western border will not 
	 want loss of privacy 

	 location is high fire  
	 severity zone, must 		
	 keep fire road and 	 	
	 choose fire safe plants

	 Gas wells can’t be moved  
	 and need to have safety 
	 covers

	 Freeway noise and  
	 pollution
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RECLAIMING MISSION CANYON

SITE HISTORY

SITE ANALYSIS
Bel Air Pres. Church
schools
single family housing
Mission Canyon
Berrgruen Institute
hiking trails
proposed site
nearest bus stop
nearest fire station
primary vehicular 
routes
bike route
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	 methane gas from landfill 
	 has collection system in 	
	 place. The gas is flared,  
	 it could be used to power 
	 microturbines. 

		  Many schools are located 
		  within a close proximity to 
	 	 the site for field trips.

		  parking lot owned by Bel 
		  Air Pres. Church could be 
		  used for extra parking and 
		  food trucks

		  concrete swale could 
		  capture water to be 
		  reused in the park

		  access to 2100 acres of 	
		  hiking trails in the Santa 
		  Monica Mountains

		  amazing canyon views

10
1 F

RE
EW

AY
SE

PU
LV

ED
A 

PA
SS

MULHOLLAND DRIVE

WESTLAND 
SCHOOL MIRMAN 

SCHOOL

BEL AIR PRES. 
CHURCH

A

B

C

D

A

B

C

10
1 F

REE
WAY

D

170’

CO
RD

A 
DR

IV
E

E

F

E

B

F

A B

E F

1700’

15,000’

SITE
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CHURCH PARKING 
LOT FOR OVERFLOW 
AND FOOD TRUCKS

CONCRETE SWALE, 
OPPORTUNITY FOR WATER 

CAPTURE

BIOSWALE SHOULD BEGIN 
IN PARKING LOT TO CAPTURE 

STORMWATER AND RUN THROUGH 
SITE TO CONSTRUCTED WETLAND

FIRE ACCESS ROAD 
IMPORTANT

LOCATION TOO 
CLOSE TO SCHOOL 

AND PARK FOR 
HELICOPTER PAD

IMPORTANT TO  PLANT 
FIRE RESISTANT BUFFER 

AND FENCING ON THE 
WEST SIDE TO PROTECT 

HOMEOWNERS FROM 
VISITORS AND NOISE

NOT MUCH SHADE 
IN THIS AREA, NEEDS 

MORE TREES OR 
SHADE STRUCTURE

GOOD AREA TO 
PUT IN EXERCISE 

STAIRSACCESS TO 
2100 ACRES OF 

TRAILS 

SANTA ANA WINDS

PACIFIC OCEAN WINDS

drainage pattern

summer

winter

sunrisesunset
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         ingress/egress
         gas well
         tree canopy
         water well 
         views
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BRIDGES OVER 
BIOSWALE TO GET TO 

BUILDINGS

FLAMABLE 
EXISTING TREES

GOOD LOCATION 
FOR SECONDARY 
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FLARE TO BURN METH-
ANE GAS IS LOCATED 

SOUTH OF THE SKYCREST 
COMMUNITY                 

HIGHEST POINT 
ON SITE

LOWEST POINTS 
ON SITE

1950s - Site Purchased by Los Angeles County
1950 - 1980 - Site used as a dump for the City of Los Angeles for non-hazardous waste
1960s - County agreed to leave land “in a condition usable for park and recreational purposes” when no longer needed as a trash disposal site.
late 1960s-early1970s - Site stopped accepting trash.
1980 - Site was covered with three feet of clean earth that was compacted to accommodate park and recreational use.
1980s - LA County considered lease or sale of the land to a third party for a golf course, housing project, or land trade with a luxury developer.
1990 - Court ruling caused developer Ray Watt to abandon his plans for a land swap.
2014 - County funded MRCA to develop designs to turn the 500 acres of decommissioned landfill site into the Mission Canyon Park Project.
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 LEGEND
 		 parking lot - 36 spaces
 		 parking lot - 26 spaces
 		 parking lot - 16 spaces
 		 parking lot - 14 spaces
 		 solar powered bicycle rental
 		 entrance/exit structure
 		 education building with green roof
		  microturbine area
 		 community open space
 		 children’s nature play area 
 		 older children’s nature play area
 		 adult exercise nature course
 		 bioretention pond and bioswales
 		 ranger house
 		 gas well
  		 amphitheater
 		 restroom
 		 picnic area
 		 exercise stairs
 		 fire road
 		 bike path
 		 walking path
 		 dog park
		  opuntia garden 
		  helipad and water tanks
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CONCEPTUAL DESIGN 

CONCEPT DIAGRAM
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•  lots of parking, room for 
   bike rentals and storage
•  safer design for both   
   bikers and hikers
•  ranger has private site 
    in middle of park, more 
    privacy and closer  
    to site elements
•  park elements fit into 
   spaces not occupied by 
   gas wells
•  helicopter pad located  
   off main site, safer for 
   park patrons
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AMPHITHEATER PICNIC AREA AND RESTROOM

DOG PARK GAS WELLS AND MICROTURBINES

EXERCISE STAIRS HELIPAD AND WATER TANKS
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