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SKETCHING AND PLANT IDENTIFICATION
UCLA EXTENSION
SPRING 2022
INSTRUCTOR: DAVID W SQUIRES

Student: 

Course Description:

Students participate in four (4) all day site visits to observe and sketch 4 - 5 plant species from those locations. 
The spring quarter students visited:

Meeting 1: Via Zoom: Nursery Stock, small plant containers
Meeting 2:  Getty Center: Trees
Meeting 3:  Devil Mountain Specimen Yard: Trees
Meeting 4:  Instructors Project Location: Trees and under story composition

Students learn sketching technique with pencil.  The instructor guides observation of form, detail, texture, scale 
and proportion; with the emphasis on observation and seeing.  While the students are developing their sketches, 
the instructor leads conversation centered around the subject plant species.  The conversation ranges from 
plating design, growing conditions, plant specifications, acquisitions, costs, construction site management and
equipment needed to plant.

Grace Pan

This was such a gem of a course. I enrolled, expecting to improve my sketching technique (which I 
did, thanks to David’s patient instruction!), but I learned so much beyond that. David imparted unto 
us years of invaluable in-field experience and gave us an sneak peak into the world of high-caliber 
residential design -- of what it means to truly love and to be involved in a project. His passion for 
landscape architecture is contagious and inspiring. Thank you, David, for your time and dedication. 
This was such a special experience!

Sketches are encased in the pages beyond.
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Meeting #1

Zoom
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Meeting #2

J. Paul Getty Museum
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Meeting #3

Devil Mtn. Specimen Yard
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Meeting #4

Chalon
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