
Venice Beach: The Battle for the Last Remaining Open Space

The beaches in Southern California are some of the most valued, 
environmentally significant, and highly developed properties in the country. 
In Venice Beach, CA, one of the last "open space" is threatened by 
commercial rezoning.

This project will demonstrate how a site used for parking can be 
transformed into valuable open space that will benefit the environment, 
residents, and visitors. 
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History Site Analysis - Opportunities Site Analysis - Constraints

Project Statement Goals

NATIVE
1800’s and prior

DEVELOPMENT
late 1800’s - early 1900’s 

MODERN
2000’s- Present

RANCHERO 
1800’s

(COUNTER)CULTURE
Midcentury 1900’s 

•The Tongva were the first to 
populate the greater Los Angeles 
coastline stretching from Malibu down 
to Laguna. 

•Rancho de Ballona the Mexican 
gov't granted La Ballona that included 
the southern portion of Venice to 
Machados and Talamantes families.

1950's Venice becomes known as the "Slum 
by the Sea." The beat movement became 
popular in the 50-60's with coffee shops, 
cafes, jazz music, and poetry readings. 

Abbot Kinney's inspiration for 
"Venice of America" emerged and 
brought into reality in the barren 
marshlands in 1905.

The canals are 
refurbished. Homes around 
the canals are some of the most 
expensive real estate in Los 
Angeles. 

INCREASE GREEN SPACE 

cnps.org cnps.org

larklabel.comgreenroofs.com

www.finegardening.com

finegardening.com

matilijanursery.comartguildinc.com

iberdrola.com

boethingtreeland.com

metropolismag.com thespruce.com

nbcnews.com

HONOR HISTORICAL ASPECTS

ocregister.com
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Michael Meskin Michael Meskin

matilijanursery.comlandezine-award.com

landezine.com radnorhistory.org

gannett-cdn.com

PROTECT THE ENVIRONMENT

peapix.com

nacto.org

landezine.com staticflickr.com

larch.umd.edu/ctfassets.net

landezine.com radixcenter.org

revitalization.org

hoffmannursery.com

CONNECT THE COMMUNITY

bslshoofly.com

swerveautos.com

forms-surfaces.com rivian.com

hearstapps.com lacompost.org

axios.com
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Reduce parking 
lot size

Great street to close 
for residents

Mature Oak and Sycamore 
trees to protect

Bridge and canal views 
to create focal points

Preservation of Historic 
Short Line Bridge

Take advantage of 
stormwater for biofiltration 

gardens

Improve and expand 
farmer's market

Connect proximity to 
boardwalk and canals
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Residential buildings 
disconnect site

Canal pollution for 
water health

Heavy vehicle and 
pedestrian traffic zones

Lack of shade and 
mature trees

Canals dead-end ingress/ 
egress and safety

Internal and external 
views/ noise for residents

Sea level rise
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Master Plan -   Urban Wave

1.   Park with raised boardwalks
2.  Canal promenade and filtration gardens
3. Grand Canal
4. Canal Cafe
5.  Parking structure #1

6.  Promenade
7.  Community Garden
8.  Seating nooks
9.  Water feature
10. Public workout stations

LEGEND
11. Graffiti and art installations
12. Urban Plaza
13. Seating steps
14. Parking structure #2
15. Public Library
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1.  Park with raised boardwalks
2.  Observation deck
3. Short Line Bridge Historic Landmark

4. Canal promenade and steps
5.  Boat dock
6.  Canal Cafe
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Details -   Enlargements and Perspectives

Section Perspective

Enlargement Perspectives
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Short-Line Cafe Canal Promenade 

Raised Boardwalk Observation Deck



1.  Parking structure #2
2.  Seating steps
3. Picnic tables

4. Park plaza
5. Bio-swale
6.  Barrier planting
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Details -   Enlargements and Perspectives

Section Perspective

Enlargement Perspectives
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East Entrance Picnic AreaNorth Entrance

Park Plaza Seating Steps
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