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UCLA COURTYARD OF THE THEATERS: 
MACGOWAN HALL REDESIGN
Using the courtyard at MacGowan Hall, a small and underutilized 
space near the renowned Murphy Sculpture Garden, this course 
explored basic design elements, principles, and issues relevant to 
landscape architecture. Emphasis placed on abstract 3D space 
and form; the basics of site design: conceptual design, imagery, 
and symbolism; and basic issues of proportion, scale, and 
composition.
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UCLA COURTYARD 
OF THEATERS AT 
MCGOWAN HALL

SITE INVENTORY

245 CHARLES E YOUNG DR E, 
LOS ANGELES, CA 90095

MACGOWAN HALL WAS DESIGNED 
BY CHARLES LUCKMAN AND 
ASSOCIATES, LOS ANGELES 
ARCHITECTURAL FIRM, IN A 
CLASSIC POST WAR, MID-CENTURY 
STYLE. IT WAS COMPLETED IN 
1962 AND WAS ORIGINALLY KNOWN 
AS THE COURTYARD OF THE MASKS 
DUE TO THE LARGE SCULPTURE 
PLACED IN THE CENTER OF THE 
SPACE. 

NAMED IN HONOR OF KENNETH 
MACGOWAN, THEATER AND 
MOTION-PICTURE PRODUCER AND 
FIRST CHAIRMAN OF THE UCLA 
THEATER ARTS DEPARTMENT, 
THIS COURTYARD SERVES AS THE 
RECEPTION CENTER FOR TWO 
INTIMATE PROSCENIUM THEATERS, 
THE 500-SEAT FREUD PLAYHOUSE, 
AND THE 200-SEAT LITTLE 
THEATER. A TICKET BOOTH AND 
BATHROOM ARE LOCATED ON THE 
BACK NORTH WALL. 

THE COURTYARD IS OPEN FOR 
PUBLIC USE AND IS ADJACENT 
TO THE FRANKLIN D. MURPHY 
SCULPTURE GARDEN,THE TOWER 
OF MASKS STATUE ORIGINALLY 
LOCATED IN THE COURTYARD 
HAS BEEN MOVED TO A NEARBY 
MEDIAN.
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VIEW FROM FRANKLIN D. MURPHY 
SCULPTURE GARDEN OF MACGOWAN 
HALL AND COURTYARD OF THE 
THEATERS

INSIDE COURTYARD LOOKING TOWARD 
SCULPTURE GARDEN THROUGH METAL 
SCREEN AND ONE OF THE FOUR 
DOUBLE GATES ENTRANCES 

SOUTHEAST CORNER VIEW 
INTO COURTYARD WITH 
LITTLE THEATER EXIT 
AND BATHROOMS VISIBLE; 
CENTRAL WOODEN BENCH 
ECHOES THE SKYLIGHT; 
NO ACCESS TO CENTER 
OF BENCH; CORRIDOR 
CREATED BY PLANTINGS, 
DIVIDING THE SPACE. 

TOP: FREUD THEATER ENTRANCE, 
COVERED EXIT, AND TICKET 
WINDOW 
BOTTOM: TICKET WINDOW, 
BATHROOM, LITTLE THEATER EXIT 
SOUTHEAST CORNER VIEW INTO 
COURTYARD; LITTLE THEATER 
EXIT AND BATHROOMS VISIBLE; 
EXAMPLES OF STANDING LIGHT 
POSTS AND CONCRETE PATTERN  

VIEW FROM NORTHEAST 
CORNER, NEAR TICKET 
BOOTH AND FREUD 
THEATER COVERED EXIT

TOP: CLOSEUP OF TICKET 
BOOTH WINDOW WITH 90’S  
ERA FACADE ADDITIONS
BOTTOM: EXAMPLE OF 
EXISTING MEMORIAL 
SIGNAGE, MATCHING THE 
MID-CENTURY MATERIALS 
AND FINISHES

ORIGINAL COURTYARD DESIGN 
CONCEPTS FEATURING CENTRAL 
FOCAL POINT TREE

TOWER OF MASKS STATUE 
SCULPTED BY ANNA MAHLER 
SHOWN IN COURTYARD 
CIRCA 1960’S
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UCLA COURTYARD 
OF THEATERS AT 
MCGOWAN HALL

SITE ANALYSIS

245 CHARLES E YOUNG DR E, 
LOS ANGELES, CA 90095

MACGOWAN HALL WAS DESIGNED 
BY CHARLES LUCKMAN AND 
ASSOCIATES, LOS ANGELES 
ARCHITECTURAL FIRM, IN A 
CLASSIC POST WAR, MID-CENTURY 
STYLE. IT WAS COMPLETED IN 
1962 AND WAS ORIGINALLY KNOWN 
AS THE COURTYARD OF THE MASKS 
DUE TO THE LARGE SCULPTURE 
PLACED IN THE CENTER OF THE 
SPACE. 

NAMED IN HONOR OF KENNETH 
MACGOWAN, THEATER AND 
MOTION-PICTURE PRODUCER AND 
FIRST CHAIRMAN OF THE UCLA 
THEATER ARTS DEPARTMENT, 
THIS COURTYARD SERVES AS THE 
RECEPTION CENTER FOR TWO 
INTIMATE PROSCENIUM THEATERS, 
THE 500-SEAT FREUD PLAYHOUSE, 
AND THE 200-SEAT LITTLE 
THEATER. A TICKET BOOTH AND 
BATHROOM ARE LOCATED ON THE 
BACK NORTH WALL. 

THE COURTYARD IS OPEN FOR 
PUBLIC USE AND IS ADJACENT 
TO THE FRANKLIN D. MURPHY 
SCULPTURE GARDEN,THE TOWER 
OF MASKS STATUE ORIGINALLY 
LOCATED IN THE COURTYARD 
HAS BEEN MOVED TO A NEARBY 
MEDIAN.
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CHALLENGES
MINIMAL DIRECT  SUNLIGHT

MULT IPLE  DOORS OPENING TO COURTYARD

FLOOD PRONE

ENCLOSED CREAT ING SMALL SPACE

WIND EDDYING

TWO THEATERS UT IL IZE  THE COURTYARD

ECHO

PANO VIEW OF CURRENT  COURTYARD FROM 
SOUTHEAST  CORNER ENTRANCE, MID-DAY WINTER

ORIGINAL  ARCHITECTURAL RENDERING OF 
MACGOWAN HALL, CREDIT: UCLA ARCHIVES

INSP IRAT ION IMAGES 
SHOWING OPEN 
COURTYARDS WITH 
FOCAL POINT  TREE, 
GREEN WALLS, BRISE 
SOLEIL  TREATMENT

OPPORTUNIT IES
ALTER/REMOVE ROOF

ADD SCREENING/LIV ING WALLS IN FRONT  OF DOORS

RESTORE MID-CENTURY CHARM WHILE 

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF DRAINAGE WITH RAIN GARDEN 

REALIZE  ORIGINAL  VIS ION WITH FOCAL POINT

EXTEND OUT  WALL/BRISE  SOLEIL

ADD TEXTURE TO WALLS FOR SOUND DAMPENING

ENHANCE VERT ICAL SPACE

INCORPORATE SUSTAINABLE  PRACT ICES AND ELEMENTS

CREATE NAT IVE  GARDEN/HABITAT

SHADE FLITERED
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UCLA COURTYARD 
OF THEATERS AT 
MCGOWAN HALL

DESIGN ALTERNATIVES

245 CHARLES E YOUNG DR E, 
LOS ANGELES, CA 90095

THE COURTYARD IN ITS CURRENT 
CONFIGURATION HAS MINIMAL 
SUNLIGHT, RESTRICTING 
PLANTING OPTIONS. IT IS 
CLOSED OFF WITH NO CLARITY ON 
USE OR TRAFFIC FLOW. 

THESE DESIGN ALTERNATIVES ALL 
OPEN THE SPACE UP TO BRING 
MORE LIGHT AND LIFE INTO THE 
COURTYARD. INTERACTION IS 
ENCOURAGED THROUGH SEATING 
DESIGN, FOCAL POINTS, AND 
PLANTINGS. FLOW OF TRAFFIC 
IS INFORMED BY PATHWAYS, 
PLANTINGS, AND DIVIDING 
WALLS. LIGHT AND SHADOW ARE 
CRUCIAL ELEMENTS TO EACH 
DESIGN, PROVIDING TEXTURE 
TO THE SPACES AND ALLOWING A 
BROAD VARIETY OF PLANTS TO 
THRIVE IN THE SPACE. 
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•	brise	soleil	and	ceiling	replaced	with	mass	timber	

beams	to	allow	more	light	into	the	courtyard	

•	Brise	Soleil	to	begin	15'	from	ground	to	open	

courtyard	and	Extend	programmable	space

•	Amphitheater	style	seating	and	Small	Stage	added

•	Central	tree	realizes	original	intent	of	space,	its	

canopy	offering	a	natural	gathering	place

•	Design	informed	by	mid-century	design	of	the	

surrounding	building

•	native	planted	Rain	garden	around	tree	base	

•	"stones"	made	of	concrete	circular	platforms	allow	

for	seating	and	division	of	space.	

•	Wooden	"hedges"	Create	enclosed	seating	for	

receptions,	classes,	or	Studying.	

•	"Vertical	Forest"	on	NOrth	Wall	softens	space	and	

connects	elements

•	brise	soleil	and	ceiling	replaced	with	geometric	

screen	to	allow	more	light	into	the	courtyard	and	

play	with	shadows	created	throughout	the	day

•	Brise	Soleil	to	begin	15'	from	ground	to	open	

courtyard	and	Extend	programmable	space

•	Amphitheater	style	seating	added,	echoes	turf	

forms	in	sculpture	garden	and	circular	design	of	

courtyard

•	Central	reflecting	pool	and	suspended	sculpture,	

intended	to	interact	with	light	both	day	and	night

•	texture	on	all	interior	walls	with	back	light	portions	

to	create	interest

•	Seating	around	the	reflecting	pool	includes	tall,	

textured	dividing	wall,	obscuring	views	of	doors.

•	Verticality	of	courtyard	is	emphasized	to	give	a	

cathedral	or	outdoor	gallery	feel	

•	brise	soleil	Removed	Completely	

•	Tree-Like	Structures	provide	filtered	light,	Are	lined	

with	solar-voltaic	cells,	and	the	trunks	are	designed	

to	gather	water	into	cisterns	and	into	rain	gardens

•	Sculptural	element	of	trees	appear	as	archways	

of	various	heights	when	viewed	from	the	side,	up-lit	at	

night

•	"Trees"	and	"archways"	both	enhance	the	verticality	

and	humanize	the	scale

•	Planter	mound	design	reminiscent	of	adjoining	

sculpture	garden,	directs	traffic	flow,	and	extends	

programmable	space	into	the	corral	tree	walk

•	native	micro-ecosystem	planters	lined	with	benches	

for	easy	interaction	between	visitors

•	Textured	walls	add	interest	and	take	advantage	of	

shadows	throughout	the	day
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UCLA COURTYARD 
OF THEATERS AT 
MCGOWAN HALL

FINAL DESIGN OPTION

245 CHARLES E YOUNG DR E, 
LOS ANGELES, CA 90095

THIS DESIGN TURNS THE COURTYARD 
INTO AN ENVIRONMENTAL ART PIECE. 
THE CEILING AND BRISE SOLEIL HAVE 
BEEN REPLACED WITH A SCREEN, 
REMINISCENT OF THE BRANCHES OF A 
TREE. PLAYING WITH FORM AND THE 
ABSENCE OF SPACE, THE REFLECTING 
POOL SITS IN THE CENTER OF THE 
BRANCHES, WHERE THE BASE OF THE 
TREE WOULD, THE COURTYARD WALLS ARE 
LINED WITH RAW STONE, GIVING A WARM 
AND ELEGANT TEXTURE, MEANT TO EVOKE 
THE FEELING THE GETTY. THE SPIRAL 
WALL NOT ONLY GUIDES PEDESTRIAN 
FLOW AND OBSTRUCTS DOORS, IT’S 
SHAPE ECHOES THAT OF THE GUGGENHEIM 
STAIRCASE AND ENHANCES THE 
COURTYARD’S VERTICALITY, DRAWING 
THE VIEWERS EYES UPWARD. SEATING 
IS BUILT INTO ONE SIDE OF THE WALL 
AND COUNTER TOPS ON THE OTHER. 
THIS FLEX SPACE IS READY FOR USE 
FOR A RECEPTION, CAFE PATRONS, 
OR STUDENTS HANGING OUT. IN THE 
NORTHWEST CORNER AN AMORPHOUS 
HANGING SCULPTURE CATCHES LIGHT, 
ITS ORGANIC SHAPE MEANT TO REMIND 
VIEWERS OF CLOUDS OR A FLOCK OF 
BIRDS. THE WALL FACING THE WALKWAY 
IS A COMMISSIONED RELIEF SCULPTURE 
THAT DOUBLES AS A HABITAT WALL WITH 
HOLES FOR BIRDS TO NEST AND NATIVE 
BEES TO TAKE SHELTER. PLANTINGS 
WILL BE DROUGHT TOLERANT WITH A 
PREFERENCE TO WILDLIFE SUPPORTING 
NATIVE OPTIONS, LIKE CALIFORNIA 
BUCKWHEAT. SUGGEST PLANTING YELLOW 
FLOWERS AND PLANTS WITH BLUE HUE - 
GO BRUINS!
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UCLA COURTYARD 
OF THEATERS AT 
MCGOWAN HALL

SECTION ELEVATIONS 
AND PERSPECTIVE

245 CHARLES E YOUNG DR E, 
LOS ANGELES, CA 90095

AN ARTISTIC OASIS AND 
EVENT SPACE, THIS 
REDESIGN OPENS UP THE 
COURTYARD AND DEFINES 
WALKWAYS. THE WALLS AND 
PERMEABLE PAVER FLOORING 
ARE MONOTONE TO CREATE A 
CALM ATMOSPHERE THAT CAN 
TRANSFORM ITSELF FOR ANY 
OCCASSION AND NEED. THE 
TEXTURE OF THE WALL ADDS 
INSTEREST ALONG WITH A 
HANGING SCULPTURE.

CONNECTING THE NATURE AND 
BEAUTY OF THE SCULPTURE 
GARDEN WITH THE COURTYARD 
IS A HABITAT WALL. 
A COMMISIONED RELIEF 
SCULPTURE INCORPORATES 
HOLES INTO THE DESIGN 
THAT CAN BE USED BY BIRDS 
AND BEES TO NEST AND 
RELAX.   
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UCLA COURTYARD 
OF THEATERS AT 
MCGOWAN HALL

MODEL PHOTOS

245 CHARLES E YOUNG DR E, 
LOS ANGELES, CA 90095

THE MODEL WAS CREATE 
WITH A PLASTER FINISH, 
INTENDED TO MIMIC THE 
RAW LIMESTONE EVENTUALLY 
TO BE USED ON THE WALLS 
AND TO ALLOW FOR A ROUGH 
BAS-RELIEF CARVING ON THE 
BIO-WALL. 

PHOTOS TAKEN AT VARIOUS 
POINTS IN THE DAY TO 
SHOW HOW THE SHADOWS 
WOULD TRAVEL ACROSS THE 
SPACE, ADDING TEXTURE AND 
INTEREST THROUGH LIGHT 
AND SHADOW. 

THE PERFECT CIRCLE AT 
THE CENTER OF THE SCREEN 
IS BROUGHT DOWN INTO THE 
REFLECTING POOL AND THEN 
BURSTS APART INTO THE 
SPACE, WITH THE PIECES 
SERVING TO GUIDE TRAFFIC, 
THE VIEWERS’ EYE, CREATE 
SEATING, A COUNTER, AND 
HABITAT. 
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