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This booklet is a culmination of 
my work from the Design Graphics 
courses (DG) at UCLA Extension’s 
Landscape Architecture Program. 
Throughout the 3 courses, I learned 
to graphically communicate and break 
down the design process of Tongva 
Park, located in Santa Monica, CA.

We developed our skills to graphically 
communicate the design of Tongva 
Park in DG1. We learned line weights, 
drafting letters,  perspectives, 
sections, and scale. We learned how 
to break down the design process of 
Tongva Park in DG2 by questioning 
the “big idea” behind the park and 
honing in our observation skills 
by producing site analysis and site 
inventory. We learned to work with 
pen and color, which enhanced our 
ability to graphically communicate. My 
biggest takeaway from DG2 was that 
every detail of a space is a decision 
someone had to make, from where the 
score-marks are in concrete paths to 
the depth boulders are buried. In DG3, 
we learned to enhance and render our 
graphics digitally. Each assignment we 
have worked on has helped us develop 
our own graphic style and will help 
us express and understand concepts 
and designs in the future.

ABOUT THIS 
BOOKLET

The design of the park was inspired 
by the arroyo wash landscape,  which 
was the landscape of the site many 
years ago. The park name celebrates 
the cultures of the indigenous 
Tongva people who have lived in 
this region for thousands of years. 
They were deeply connected to the 
original arroyos, native landscapes, 
and the “breath of the ocean” that 
are symbolically represented in the 
park.



5

Image courtesy to santamonica.gov

Tongva Park - 
6 acres

INTRODUCTION

Tongva Park is a 6-acre urban oasis that opened 
in 2013. it was previously a flat asphalt parking 
lot. Tongva Park, along with Ken Genser Square 
(the space directly in front of City hall), were 
to bridge the gap between City Hall and Santa 
Monica Pier. Tongva Park is the “living room” of 
City Hall. 

The park was designed by James Corner Field 
Operations, the same designer of the High Line 
in New York City. James Corner describes the 
project as “creating a new heart for Santa 
Monica—a new destination and gathering 
place of great social, ecological, and symbolic 
value.”  The park is divided into 4 main sections: 
Observation Hill, Discovery Hill, Garden Hill, 
and Gathering Hill. The space provides a range 
of uses that benefit the wellbeing of the 
community members and visitors of all ages. 

Image courtesy to Steve Proehl
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SITE LOCATION

Located at 1615 Ocean Ave, Santa Monica, CA 
90401 - in between City Hall, the 10 freeway, 
and Santa Monica Beach

NTS
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CONTEXT DIAGRAM

Tongva park is situated in a very unique location, 
attracting all walks of life, and is surrounded by 
residential complexes, schools, businesses, government 
facilities, expo line, and Santa Monica Pier. 

NTS
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SITE ANALYSIS

NTS
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SITE ANALYSIS
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SITE ANALYSIS
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CONCEPT DIAGRAM
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2.discovery 2.discovery 
hillhill

4.4.Observation Observation 
hillhill

3.Gathering 3.Gathering 
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1.Garden 1.Garden 
HillHill

SITE PLAN - FOUR SECTIONS
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FOUR SECTIONS - GALLERY

1. 2.

3. 4.

* see site plan for photo locations 
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3.2.1.

7.

6.5.4.

SITE PLAN - GALLERY

FEATURES FOUND AT TONGVA PARK PROVIDE SOMETHING 
FOR EVERYONE: PLACES TO EXPLORE, PLAY, PONDER, RELAX, 
RECONNECT, AND REFRESH. 

* see site plan for photo locations 

image courtesy of James Corner Field Operations
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ENLARGEMENT AND SECTION
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PATHWAY INTO TOT 
LOT AREA FROM CITY 
HALL



PERSPECTIVES

p
1
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RIGHT

P2 - BENCH ON MAIN 
PATH THROUGH PARK

LEFT

P1 - PATHWAY INTO TOT 
LOT AREA FROM CITY 
HALL

KEYMAP
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PLANT MATERIAL

SUCCULENTS & CACTI 

AGAVE ATTENUATA - FOXTAIL AGAVE ALOE MARLOTHII -  MOUNTAIN ALOE ALOE PLICATILIS -  FAN ALOE

ALOE SPECIOSA - TILT HEAD ALOE AGAVE AMERICANA - CENTURY PLANT ALOE STRIATA - CORAL ALOE
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PLANT MATERIAL

PLATANUS RACEMOSA -
WESTERN SYCAMORE

ARBUTUS ‘MARINA’ - 
STRAWBERRY TREE [EDIBLE FRUIT]

PINUS TORREYANA - TORREY PINE

FICUS MICROCARPA - INDIAN LAUREL OLEA EUROPAEA - OLIVE TREE 
[EDIBLE FRUIT]

ERYTHRINA CORALLOIDES - 
NAKED CORAL TREE

TREES
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FIXTURES 

SEATING

RETAINING WALL BENCH 

FLAT BENCHRETAINING WALL CRESCENT BENCHBENCH WITH BACKING

PICNIC TABLE LONG PICNIC TABLE
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FIXTURES 

LIGHTING

PLAY EQUIPMENT

CLIMBING WALL AND SLIDES

PATH LIGHTING ON RAMP FENCING LAMP POST LIGHTING FOUND ON LARGE PATHSSMALL PATH LIGHTING FOUND IN GARDEN HILL

HUT SHAPED CLIMBING APPARATUS ROLLER SLIDE
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BIO

heather  wu is a first year Landscape Architecture and 
Horticulture student at UCLA Extension. she is a nature 
lover and avid gardener. She studied hospitality management 
and real estate  prior to reconnecting with her love of 
nature. In recent years, she has been finding ways to make 
an impact on the landscape around her. She spends her free 
time volunteering at gardens and parks, planting native 
trees, plants, and building landscape projects. The sense 
of fulfillment gained from having a direct involvement in 
shaping the land lead her to pursue the field of landscape 
architecture. She hopes to design spaces that bridge the 
connection between indoors and outdoors, reconnecting 
people to nature.
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Thank you 
to the design graphics instructors, David Squires, Rebecca Schwaner, and Laura 
Razo. I have learned so much in the last 3 quarters and produced drawings and 
graphics i never would’ve imagined i would be able to do. thank you all for 
your patience, knowledge and guidance. i hope to have a chance in the future 
to work with you all again. 

to my cohort in the Landscape Architecture program, for the support, 
inspiration, and motivation when times got tough and assignments became 
challenging. Special thanks to Elizabeth Cramer, Tracy Wolk, Mackenzie 
Doyle, Michael Bircumshaw, Liza Ovakimyan and Leopoldo Ramirez for sharing 
your photos and keeping each other on track. I appreciate you all. 

To my friends and family, for supporting me through this career change.

to James Corner Field Operations and the city of Santa Monica for creating 
such an interesting space.

Resources: 
http://tongvapark.smgov.net
https://inhabitat.com/high-line-park-designer-completes-new-tongva-park-in-santa-monica/
https://www.archpaper.com/2019/11/tongva-park-feature/

google images



Train your 
mind to 
see the 

good in 
everything
- Paul Walker


