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Introduction
This full graphic package is supported with digital renderings, sections, 
and elevations that demonstrate the knowledge and drawing techniques 
learned in my first year of UCLA’s Landscape Architectural Program.

All work products presented in this booklet was developed from Tongva 
Park, a real site located in Santa Monica.

- Robert Hancock
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PRIMARY SECONDARY

Situated on 7.4 acres between City Hall, the Interstate-10 
freeway, and Santa Monica's iconic palm tree lined Ocean 
Avenue, Tongva Park + Ken Genser Square have transformed 
a derelict and flat parking lot into lush landscape of rolling 
hills, swales, Mediterranean meadow gardens, and active 
urban spaces.
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Observation Hill offers the best views of the ocean and neighboring vicinity culminating in 
two distinctive shell-like overlooks that frame iconic views and vistas of Santa Monica and 
the ocean. It reaches a height of 18’, creating a dramatic platform from which to take in 
views of the ocean and pier. It dually serves to buffer noise from Ocean Avenue, creating 
an amazingly quire park interior.

The overlooks fabricated from plasma cut plates create a contemporary and striking park 
edge. They act as beacons for the park, enticing passersby to enter the site.
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Over three hundred carefully selected new trees, thousands of new 
plants, and hundreds of California native and appropriately adapted 
species are part of the ambitious planting scheme. 

As such, it is one of the first large-scale contemporary urban projects 
to highlight California native plants as significant horticultural 
features, and was a trailblazer for climate-appropriate water use in the 
public realm. 

NTS



RE
ST

RO
O

M
S

O
C

EA
N

 A
VE

 E
N

TR
A

N
C

E

W
AT

ER
 F

EA
TU

RE
W

EA
TH

ER
 V

A
N

E 

FE
A

TU
R

ES
 /

 A
M

EN
IT

IE
S

FE
A

TU
R

ES
 /

 A
M

EN
IT

IE
S



The design brief for this project was ‘to 
construct a park and “garden walk” 
that reflected the identity of the city and 
created a destination and gathering place 
of great social, ecological, and symbolic 
value.’ Shaped by extensive community 
participation, the design of this project 
creates a contemporary, sustainable, 
and transformative urban landscape that 
redefines the center of Santa Monica, 
establishes a system of linked central 
parks, re-knits the city fabric through 
strong linkages to Downtown, the adjacent 
neighborhoods, the Santa Monica State 
Beach, Palisades Park, and the Main Street 
commercial area, and mitigates the barrier 
created by the Santa Monica Freeway.
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Robert Hancock is a first year student in UCLA’s Landscape 
Architecture program. A graduate from University of Illinois - 
Chicago, with a Bachelors in Finance, Robert has been working as a 
marketing consultant in the automotive industry for the past thirteen 
years, eleven of them while residing in the greater Los Angeles area.

He spends his free time producing music, playing board games, and 
attending live music events as much as possible.  
 
With his extensive experience managing client relationships, he 
hopes that at the end of this program, he will have acquired the 
tools needed to transition into a more fulfilling career in Landscape 
Design.
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- Aerial Shot of Tongva Park, https://www.santamonica.gov/places/parks/tongva-park, page 2

- Tongva Park and Ken Genser Square, Text excerpts, www.asla.org/2018awards/455654-Tongva_

Park_And_Ken_Genser, Page, 16, 18, 20.

- Gathering Hill, Photo Credit: Angie Smith, page 8

- Observation Hill, Photo Credit: Tim Street Porter, page 13

- Public Restroom, Photo Credit: Tim Street Porter, page 19

- Tongva at Night, Photo Credit: Tim Street Porter, page 21
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