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Entrance to Macgowan Hall Courtyard.

Scrim with Built-In Doors on E and W sides
Interior Pedestrian Circulation. Views from

Inside looking out to Sculpture Garden

View Directly up Through Roof Cutout Existing Planter Boxes,Trees, and Drainage

- Courtyard Dimensions

   60' L x 60' W x 30' H

- Drainage moves from outside 

   edges down to center

- Trees stretching to sky 

   through central opening

- Echos seem to disapate 

   inward and upward

Entrance
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Little Theater
Entrance Right at Scrim

Freud  Playhouse
Entrance Right at Scrim

Scrim

With Built-In Doors
Minimal Sunlight Entering 

Site Constraints Site Opportunities

Doors
Multiple doors throughout 

present circulation issues

Wind Vortex / Eddying
Ample paving does 

not add enough

verticality to redirect 

wind currents

Noise Echo
30ft Walls on 3 sides with 

nothing to buffer noise

- Courtyard Dimensions

   60' L x 60' W x 30' H

Inverted Drainage
All water drains to 

center of space

 

Ticket Window

No modern use Ticket Window

Becomes Cafe Window 

or Merch sales

Vertical Planting
On N wall surrounding 

Cafe Window and utilizing

30ft height 10ft High Vestibule
Remove in order to 

open up circulation

Architectural Acoustic Panels

Buffer noise and echos 
Central Water Feature

Use of inverted

drainage

 

Possible Planting / Garden Area
Use of plants and wind screens 

to  buffer vortex  and eddying 

Additional Seating Areas

Use of surrounding

electrical outlets

- Dashed Square in center

   is open skylight

Macgowan Hall Courtyard - Constraints / Opportunities
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- Courtyard Dimensions

   60' L x 60' W x 30' H

- Dashed Square in center

   is open skylight

Concept 1

Concept 2 Concept 3

Concept 1 - The Eye
The center of the space is the main focal point. With an audible water

feature and surrounding planting you can have a respite on centrally located

benching which mimics the existing bench on site. The top floor is a

suspended circle within the square walls and can be accessed by stairs or

lift. You can view directly down to planting and water feature or out to the

sculture garden facing south.

Concept 2 - Oasis
This concept is about three different levels. You have the sunken plane,

ground plane and elevated plane. You choose which best suits your mood

and idea of the space. The sunken rain garden and elevated planting reminds

me of a desert Oasis where you can refresh from the hot day.

 

 

 

Concept 3 -  Criss Cross
The X pattern of circulation is the theme of this design with planting on the

North / South sides and sunken seating to the East and West of center. I

envision the seating as nice congregation space anytime of year or

before/after shows to either theater. Planting on all sides to keep the space

feeling lively and green as well as noise softening architectural materials on

wall panels. 

 

 

 

Lift
Stairs

Macgowan Hall Courtyard -  Design Concepts
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Urban Oasis

I imagine this courtyard as a peaceful

respite for all, whether waiting for a show

or just enjoying a leisurely stroll through

campus. I wanted to soften the hard

square with round geometry and lush

plantings. I wanted a feeling of warmth as

you enter to contrast the hard industrial

scrim. There are multiple walking paths 

 so people can find their own way rather

than jet directly to the theaters. There is

bench seating as well as mobile tables

and chairs. The elevation and excavation

pay homage to  the concept of the

outdoor sculpture garden immediately to

the south. 

Macgowan Hall Courtyard -  Final Site Plan
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Macgowan Hall Courtyard - Section Elevation / Perspective



Macgowan Hall Courtyard - Model


