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The Canfield - a therapeutic landscape retreat

site - the canfield moreno estate - silver lake, california

goals / objectives site analysisproject statement

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA
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HISTORY
1923 - the historic canfield moreno estate built. 
1929 - re imagined as chloe p. canfield memorial home

1933 - daisy canfield dies in a car crash on mulholland dr.
1953 - gifted to the sisters of the immaculate conception.
1988 - historic-cultural landmark number 391
1998 - estate is bought by the current owner dana hollister. 
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Due to urbanization, technology, and limited access to wild land, we are 
losing our intimate connection with nature. We have forgotten nature’s 
ability to heal us physically, mentally, and spiritually. This project explores 
Landscape Therapy as a way to restore the healing power of nature. 

Dilemma

Nature
        Forest
             Meadow
              Garden
               Water
              Light
             View

                     
                Interaction
         hug a tree, lean against a tree
     smell a  flower, see a bee, grass in the         
   breeze, hands touching earth, plant a seed, 
  hear water fall, feel 
 a splash, feel
the sun, see
   the sun
    set.....

                               Heal the Self

lost connection
to nature.

                                                      Chronic stress, 
                                  High blood pressure
                            Anxiety, Grief, Physical 
                      ailments, Mental disorder
                  Connection to self,
              Creativity, Productivity,
                Depression
         

Dilemma

Nature
        Park
             Trail
               Garden
               Exercise
              Swim

                     
                Interaction
               Walk with a neighbor,
           Swimming with friends  
     Sharing fresh garden veggies 
    connection 
  A smile
  A hug
 A Heart

                       Heal the Community

Lost connection
to community.

                              Loneliness, depression
                            Sense of place
                       Sense of Community 
                   Sense of Belonging
               Laughter, Camaraderie
            All for One, We are in it 
          together....
                 
       

Dilemma

Nature
        Air
             Water
              Soil
               Forest
              Animals
            Humans

                     
                Interaction
              Breathe fresh air
            Walk in the Forest  
        Swim in the Pool, 
    Hike in the Mountains 
    See a Hawk
Sunset over
the ocean

                       Heal the Earth

Lost connection
to Earth 

                             
                                   Carbon emissions
                            Water Pollution
                       Air Pollution
                   Ocean Acidification
               Drought
            Loss of Species
          Biodiversity
         

goal - heal the self

objective  
reconnect individuals 
with nature by creat-
ing sanctuary space 
intentionally designed 
for interaction with 
nature.

goal  - heal the community

objective 
create a sanctuary space 
that allows the community 
to feel connected to their 
neighborhood and to 
each other.

goal  - heal the earth

objective - 
by creating interaction 
with nature individuals 
and communities begin to 
have a deeper relation-
ship with earth. 

HISTORICAL ELEMENTS - trees, buildings, walls, stairs, pools

                                                               
Large concrete walls pro-
vide terracing on the steep 
slope. The entire property 
is surrounded by a large 
concrete wall sometimes 
up to 14 feet high.

                                                               
Front gate is original to the 
property with the initials of 
the property owners, a C 
for Canfield and an M for 
Moreno.

                                                               
Ficus macrophylla
to remain

                                                               
Cedrus deodara
to remain

                                                               
Pinus canariensus
to remain

                                                               
Pinus pinea
to remain

                                                               
Stairs connect the terraces 
and are an opportunity to 
create gathering spaces. 

                                                               
POOL

                                                               
The foundation of the 
original greenhouse built 
for Antonio Moreno. 

                                                               
Tipuana tipu
to remain

                                                               
Historic fountain with cas-
cading pools out of service.  
The four pool structures 
remain in disrepair. 

                                                               
Heteromeles arbutifolia
to remain

                                                               
Some of the stairs are built 
into the wall foundations 
and feel like corridors to 
completely unique areas of 
the property. 

                                                               
Eucalyptus globulus
to remain
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Original boulder retaining 
walls are used in conjunc-
tion with concrete walls for 
slope stabilization  
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Predominant wind 
from North very strong 
in Winter months. 

SUN PATH

Views to the North 
and Northwest to the 
San Gabriel Moun-
tains, Hollywood 
Sign, and Griffith 
Park Observatory
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PERCENT SLOPE

Views to the West 
of Hollywood, Santa 
Monica, Pacific 
Ocean, and always a 
beautiful sunset 

Views to the South 
of Long Beach and 
Downtown Los 
Angeles. 

Flat Area 

The flat areas 
within this steep site 
offer opportunities 
and space to insert      
program elements 

Primary View
No obstruction

Secondary View
Views through trees

CIRCULATION - event nodes, entry/exit, vehicular, pedestrian

                                                               
Landa is a quiet street with 
little vehicle traffic  and mostly 
local pedestrians on their way 
to the Silverlake Reservoir. 

                                                               
Micheltorena St. is a very 
steep hill from Sunset 
Blvd. Used as a cut 
through to Rowena St. so it 
is busy, especially at rush 
hour.

                                                               
One car dirt road currently 
used to access the overflow 
parking at the back of the 
site. 

                                                               
There is no “Grand” entry 
gathering area to welcome 
visitors or give those leaving a 
place to wait for car/ ride.  

                                                               
The only access is 
through the Main Gate, 
a heavy historic iron 
gate opened with code 
or clicker. Opportunity for 
pedestrian entry portals. 

                                                               
Difficult to find ones way to 
the back yard event area. 
There is no clear path and 
no clear signage. 

                                                               
Secondary pathways are 
small, non direct, and 
in disrepair. There is an 
opportunity to connect the 
program areas with more 
direct circulation. 

                                                               
As we begin to need per-
sonal cars less could this 
area be re-imagined for a 
unique program instead of 
parking?
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The Canfield -  MASTER PLAN / ILLUSTRATIVE
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