
If you visit the Arboretum today, 
you have no idea that you are 
in Southern California’s oldest 
botanic garden. The site has 
never been planned yet is home 
to amazing specimen trees. It 
holds much potential to become 
a first-class botanical destination. 

The project explores landscape 
architecture as a tool to...
• Develop site identity
• Create interactive educational spaces
• Curate a living museum
• Manage water in a sustainable way

“It would be well worthwhile for any lover of 
plants to visit this site and see the interesting was 
well as botanically historical collection of fine 
specimen trees” 

Theodore Payne, 1956 
“Rare Trees in Elysian Park”, Lasca Leaves

Project Statement: Develop a landscape master plan for the Arboretum that creates an 
identity and makes the site accessible to all.
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SITE LOCATION

PROJECT LOCATION

The Chavez Ravine Arboretum is located within Elysian Park, north of 
downtown Los Angeles. Elysian Park is a 575 acre park and the selected 
project area is 14 acres located in the northwest area of the park. 

In the mid 1800s quarries operated in the 
area that is today Elysian Park. It was known as 
Quarry Hill and the map shows the different 
ravines in the area.

This land, before any of these maps were created, was the home of the Tongva people. They lived and took care of this land for thousands of 
years before the arrival of Spanish settlers in 1769.

The area was subdivided into parcels to 
sell, however in 1886 the City decided to 
allocate this land for a park, and Elysian Park 
was founded. Several years later a group of 
horticulturalists petitioned to establish the 
Arboretum and it was created in 1893. 

By the 1920s the street grid had developed 
surrounding the park and in the communities 
located in the middle of the park. These 
communities include Palo Verde, La Loma 
and Bishop, which were collectively known as 
Chavez Ravine.

HISTORY - ELYSIAN PARK
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SITE ANALYSIS - CIRCULATION
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SITE ANALYSIS - EXISTING PROGRAM

Heritage & Historic Tree Zone
Palm Hill
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TREE INVENTORY

300+ trees 
~140 species

No Designation Tree - No category given, generally young or common species.
Heritage Tree - Of horticultural or cultural significance (subjective).
Historic Tree - Planted before the 1930s. Most trees that are historical are also considered heritage. 
Contours = 10’

Stadium Way

TREE PROGRAM
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Australian Garden
1. Ribbon Gum (Eucalyptus viminalis) 
2. Spotted Gum (Corymbia maculata)
3. Spotted Gum (Corymbia maculata)
4. Gum Myrtle (Angophora costata)
5. Red Gum eucalyptus (Eucalyptus 
camaldulensis)
6. Desert Gum (Eucalyptus rudis)
7. Sugar Gum (Eucalyptus cladocalyx)

The World of Oaks
8. White Oak (Quercus alba)
9. Pin Oak (Quercus palustris)
10. Burr Oak (Quercus macrocarpa)
11. Coast Live Oak (Quercus agrifolia)
12. Cork Oak (Quercus suber)
13. Live Oak (Quercus virginiana)
14. Holly Oak (Quercus ilex)

The California Experiment
15. Silk floss tree (Ceiba speciosa)
16. Queensland Kauri (Agathis robusta)
17. Ombu (Phytolacca dioica)
18. Fern Pine (Afrocarpus flacatus)
19. Bastard cherry (Ehretia tinifolia)
20. Cedar of Lebanon (Cedrus libani)
21. Bayan Fig (Ficus benghalensis)
22. Baphia (Baphia chrysophylla)
23. Cedrela (Toona ciliata)
24. Myrcia (Myrcia cauliflora)
25. Cape Chesnut (Calodendrum 
capense)
26. Black Walnut (Juglans nigra)
27. Queensland Nut (Macadamia 
ternifolia)
28. River Birch (Betula nigra)
29. Tipu (Tipuana tipu) x2
30. Morton Bay Chestnut 
(Castanospermum australe)
31. Paxii Maple (Acer paxii) x2
32. European hackberry (Celtis australis)

Palm Hill
33. Chilean Wine Palm (Jubaea chilensis)
34. Senegal Date Palm (Phoenix reclinata)
35. Chinese Fountain Palm (Livistona 
chinensis)
36. Puerto Rican Hat Palm (Sabal 
causiarum)
37. Norfolk Island Palm (Rhopalostylis 
baueri)
38. Mexican Blue Palm (Brahea armata)
39. Ribbon Fan Palm (Livistona decipiens)
40. Palmetto (Sabal spp.)
41. King palm (Archontophoenix 
cunninghamiana)
42. Date palm (Phoenix dactylifera)
43. Needle palm (Rhapidophyllum 
hystrix)
45. Jelly palm (Butia capitata)

Elysian Park Drive



ILLUSTRATIVE SITE PLANDESIGN GOALS

CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT

ILLUSTRATIVE SITE PLAN
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CONCEPT DESIGN

34 | CHAVEZ RAVINE ARBORETUM

parking lot
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      Cultivate a unique identity
• Develop a circulation system that is 
accessible to all and encourages exploration 
of the site
• Curate exhibit areas to provide an 
engaging experience for visitors and give 
identity and context to the Arboretum
      Represent the history of the site 
•  Enhance and build upon the historic 
existing tree collection
•  Craft displays and exhibit components 
that tell the story of the arboretum and 
Elysian Park
      Celebrate the diversity of Los 
Angeles
•  Curate program elements that connect to 
diverse identities (cultural, economic, age, 
ability...)
      Demonstrate environmental 
sustainability
• Re-design drainage to encourage 
stormwater retention on-site; showcase best 
practices in demonstration gardens 
•  Encourage adventure play and 
recreational opportunities that relate to the 
natural world
      Create spaces for individual and 
group experiences
•  Develop educational spaces that foster 
community engagement
•  Provide opportunities for visitors to 
engage with the site as an individual or 
within a group
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DETAILS & ENLARGEMENTS
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CIRCULATION
1. Permeable paver
2. Tan/warm concrete
3. Wood boardwalk
4. Decomposed granite

sidewalk speed mound

Primary Circulation

Secondary Circulation

Existing Hiking Trails
Pedestrian Crossing
Parallel Parking

100’

Stadium Way

Elysian Park Drive

bulb-out path to palm hill
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Pathway system creates muliple 
journeys, reinforcing the identity of 
the site

Use of sustainable materials for 
the pathway materials; permeable 
pavement for parking lot

Universal pedestrian 
access
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100’

WATER ON SITE

https://esemag.com/stormwater/evolution-of-stormwater-management-technologies-for-urban-applications/

Stadium Way

Elysian Park Drive

Underground Cistern

Direction of Water Flow

Water Catchment Runnel
Pipe Connection
Pond < 12” Depth

Swale feature provides amenity 
for individuals and groups

Contributes to the site identity, 
differentiating the site from the 
rest of the park

Water management system to 
keep rainwater on site

https://acochran.com/work/the-nueva-school-landscape-architecture/
https://www.asla.org/2019awards/620062-Chu-

lalongkorn_University_Centenary_Park.html
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GARDEN PROGRAM

Australia
Demonstration: Edible & Nursery
Dry Meadow
California Woodland
Aloe & Protea
Chile
Canary Islands
Mexico & Central America

100’

Ties into the history of the site 
as a place of experimentation 
and learning

Showcases different types of 
low-water gardens

Garden exhibits reinforce site is 
a botanical garden

LILIA PHARAZYN • UCLA EXTENSION • CAPSTONE 2020

CIRCULATION

PALM HILL - PLAN & SECTION

WATER MANAGEMENT GARDEN PROGRAM

OUTDOOR CLASSROOM - SECTION

Elysian Park Drive - Closed to 
Through Traffic

Australian Garden Hillside

Benches Stage with Screen Wall Pathway To Visitors Center
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Tree Species List

OUTDOOR CLASSROOM - PLAN

Tiered Benches with Wood 
Seat and Concrete Base

Stage 10’ x 20’ with Built-in 
Screening Panel

Decomposed Granite
Concrete Pathway to 
Outdoor Classroom

Demonstration Gardens
Visitors Center

Eucalyptus rudis (Existing)

Corymbia citriodora (Ex.)

Eucalyptus robusta (Ex.)

Liquidambar formosana (Ex.)

Melaleuca ericifolia (New)

Eucalyptus camaldulensis (Ex.)

Angophora costata (New)

Eucalyptus deglupta (New)
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OUTDOOR CLASSROOM - SECTION

Elysian Park Drive - Closed to 
Through Traffic

Australian Garden Hillside

Benches Stage with Screen Wall Pathway To Visitors Center

ENLARGEMENT PLAN - OUTDOOR CLASSROOM ENLARGEMENT SECTION - OUTDOOR CLASSROOM

The outdoor classroom is a space where 
the Arboretum can host lectures and small 
events. Here you can sit amongst the trees in 
the fresh air and learn about arboriculture…
maybe a class on proper pruning or new pest 

management techniques. 
My objective was to create an outdoor 
learning venue that could accommodate 65 
to 75 people. It’s one of the quieter areas on 
the site given that the road behind it is closed 

to traffic.  The proximity to the Visitors Center 
and parking lot make it accessible to visitors 
coming just for an event. The stage has a 
screening wall which provides the potential to 
show presentations or evening movies.
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Overlook towards Downtown Concrete Bench Built 
Around Existing Palms

Tiered Grass Picnic Areas Cactus Garden

PALM HILL VISTA POINT - SECTION
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Example Plants in Cactus Garden

Palm Species List

Raised Wood Deck with View to 
Downtown
Concrete Bench Built Around 
Existing Palm Trees

Tiered Grass Picnic Area
Walking Loop in the Mexico & 
Central America Cactus Garden

Connection to Hiking Trail

PALM HILL VISTA POINT - PLAN 
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H Rhapidophyllum hystrix (Ex.)

Yucca elephantipes 
‘Variegata’

Agave potatorum 
‘Snowfall’

Pilosocereus 
leucocephalus

Livistona chinensis (Ex.)

Phoenix reclinata (Existing)

Phoenix sylvestris (New)

Sabal palmetto (Existing)

Butia capitata (New)

Washingtonia robusta (Ex.)

Phoenix rupicola (Existing)
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San Marcos Growers
Plantdelights.com

WEBcactus.RU
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Overlook towards Downtown Concrete Bench Built 
Around Existing Palms

Tiered Grass Picnic Areas Cactus Garden

PALM HILL VISTA POINT - SECTIONENLARGEMENT PLAN - PALM HILL ENLARGEMENT SECTION - PALM HILL

Here we can see how the terracing will work 
and how the cantilevered deck will provide a 
different vantage point for the visitors. There 
are two terraces of grass- the upper terrace 

has shade sails. The wood deck built around 
the existing cluster of palm trees offers a 
place to take in the view and have a seat. I was 
inspired by late afternoon site visits where I 

saw people sitting with friends, enjoying the 
view and the last few hours of light.

46 | CHAVEZ RAVINE ARBORETUM CHAVEZ RAVINE ARBORETUM | 47

OUTDOOR CLASSROOM - PLAN & SECTION
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PALM HILL VISTA POINT - PERSPECTIVE
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A HIDDEN GEM IN ELYSIAN PARK:
A MASTER PLAN FOR CHAVEZ RAVINE ARBORETUM

Lilia Pharazyn
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GARDEN PROGRAM

Australia
Demonstration: Edible & Nursery
Dry Meadow
California Woodland
Aloe & Protea
Chile
Canary Islands
Mexico & Central America

100’

Ties into the history of the site 
as a place of experimentation 
and learning

Showcases different types of 
low-water gardens

Garden exhibits reinforce site is 
a botanical garden
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SwaleStadium Way Path

THE CALIFORNIA EXPERIMENT

PALM HILLElysian Park Drive

Path + 
Rest Area

Path 

30’

In addition to the tree program, there 
are 8 curated gardens that represent the 
Mediterranean plant regions. For example, 
at the base of Palm Hill there is an aloe and 
protea garden, representing the South African 

garden. As we move up the hill and gain sun 
exposure, the gardens feature dry-loving 
plants from Chile, Canary Islands and Mexico 
and Central America. The demonstration 
gardens (purple) will highlight plants that 

the nursery sells, as well as seasonal edible 
plants. The garden program has potential to 
contribute culturally relevant landscapes that 
will resonate with the diverse visitor groups.

Author’s photos

Elysian Park Drive

Elysian Park Drive

Stadium Way
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SITE SECTIONGARDEN PROGRAM
SITE SECTION 

VISITORS CENTER

PALM HILL
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DRY CREEK PLAY AREA - SECTION

Dry Creek Swale 
with Pond Feature

Ped Bridge over 
Swale

6’ Wide Path

Play Area with 
Benches

6’ Wide Path
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PALM HILL VISTA POINT - PERSPECTIVE
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Tree Species List

DRY CREEK PLAY AREA - PLAN

Picnic grove Pedestrian bridge
Grand Lawn Playground with boulders and log play structuresDry creek swale with water feature

Mound with slides and climbing

Quercus alba (Existing)

Quercus ilex (Existing)

Chilopsis linearis (New)

Taxodium mucronatum (Ex.)

Quercus lobata (New)

Alnus rhombifolia (Existing)

Quercus cambyi (New)

Agathis robusta (Existing)
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ENLARGEMENT PERSPECTIVE - PALM HILL ENLARGEMENT PLAN - CREEK PLAY AREA

Once you traverse up the path to the top 
of Palm Hill, you are greeted with a nice 
breeze and view of downtown LA. You can 

also take a walk through the cactus garden 
before descending back down the hill. It’s the 
highest point in the Arboretum, and is now a 

destination where anyone can come up and 
take a break. 
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DRY CREEK PLAY AREA


